
OPHS College Application Meeting 



Presentation Outline

● College Application Timeline & School Support
● Naviance Tasks and Counselor 1:1 Meetings
● Final College List 
● College Applications
● Testing
● Letters of Recommendation
● Financial Aid
● Ordering Transcripts
● Group Questions
● Break-out Counselor Session for Individual Specific ?



Ms Julie Ross A-Fq

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1RxKuPK6lYFYajMGxXdKvFCT1WNbOXKEO/preview


Mrs Suzie Stasiefski Fr- Mh

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1R49r-WjL5P-CnjgYPmDsDyamLypiLI5p/preview


Ms Jenny Charrett  Mi- Tn

https://docs.google.com/file/d/19okPppdlqoSCJN3kYqgjuXJJ--GqAJ1T/preview


Mr Javier Licea To -Z and students w/504

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iX8LtjRikwFN7vFumjTCh-vmJ4E8CSP7/preview


College and Career Center 

Visit the College and Career Center Webpage 
for virtual drop-in office hours

-

Learn at Lunch
Friday, September 4th - 12:00pm

Learn how to select a well-balanced college list 
CLICK HERE TO JOIN

Mrs. Prince 
College Planning &

Naviance

Mrs. Friedman
Internships & Job 

Shadowing

https://meet.google.com/byb-fdej-ykg?hs=122&authuser=0


College Rep Visits are Going Virtual

College reps are visiting 
virtually during non 

class times:
8am (Fridays)

Nutrition
Lunch

After School

Schedule/links are located on 
the Rep Visit webpage and 

CCC calendar:
College Rep Visits

CCC Calendar

https://www.oakparkusd.org/Page/1084
https://www.oakparkusd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1093#calendar1115/20200823/month


Steps to Applying to a 4 Year College

1. Refer to Applying to College Checklist mailed home

2. Naviance - update student email, complete tasks assigned

3. Finalize College List with Correct Deadlines - “Colleges 
I’m Applying To”
4. Seniors sign up for 1:1 Counselor Appointment through 
Calendy on Counselor Staff page.
5. Letters of Recommendation - Ask teacher , then Requests 
made thru Naviance NOT Common App!
6. Transcript Request - Use school electronic form, do NOT 
request through Naviance, pay at student store online



Confirm Your Personal Email in Naviance

Go to ABOUT ME

Click MY ACCOUNT

Click EDIT

Email should be 
professional

Do NOT use opusd 
email or parent email



Naviance Tasks
Must be completed prior to 1:1 Counselor meeting

Go to MY 
PLANNER 

Select TASKS



Build Your Resume -9th-12th grade 

Go to ABOUT ME 

Click
MY STUFF

Click RESUME

9th-12th grade 
activities, awards, 
work experience 
etc. 
Do NOT include 
middle school 
activities & awards



Teacher/Counselor/Parent Questionnaires

Go to ABOUT ME 
tab

Click  MY STUFF

Click MY SURVEYS

Counselor 
Recommendation 
Questionnaire

Parent 
Questionnaire



Post your SAT or ACT scores 
(if applicable)

● Test-Optional means Test-Optional

● Do your research!

● Many colleges are test-optional.
○ Visit https://fairtest.org/ for the latest list of colleges.
○ Be sure to visit college website to ensure test-optional.

● Check college website to ensure merit 
aid/scholarships do NOT require test scores!

https://fairtest.org/


Finding Your Fit - SuperMatch



Colleges I’m thinking about

Click on the
Comparison Graph 
to see your odds!



Scattergram Graphs

YOU



Compare me



Colleges I am applying to ...

Indicate which type of application (common app, 
institution app etc. AND Deadline Choice 

(ED, EA, RD etc)

Do NOT leave a box with a ? 
Click edit to fix



Application Plans



Early Decision (ED) 
Important to Understand

1. You may only apply to 1 ED college! (you can apply EA to 
other schools but not Restrictive EA). Check each college ED policy.

2. Student, parents and your OPHS counselor sign an ED 
acknowledgment agreement!

3. ED is binding. If accepted you are agreeing to attend this 
school (Consider finances before applying). 

4. You must withdraw your applications from all other 
colleges if accepted ED!

5. Mid year transcripts will not be sent to other colleges if you 
are accepted ED.

6. If a college does not offer the financial package you were 
expecting you may withdraw from the college ED acceptance 
(but first speak to admissions office and financial aid office).



Types of College Applications

● University of California

● California State University

● Common Application

● Other – some Universities have their own application on 
their website. If they also use the Common Application, 
choose that instead.

● Coalition Application (please use Common App)



Common Application 

● If you opened your account prior to August 1st - you must 
ROLLOVER

● School Report – counselor will send with your transcript 
automatically when requested

● Recommenders - Note “Required” and “Optional”

*DO NOT ASSIGN OPHS teachers/counselor as recommenders 
thru the Common App (see later slide for more info)

● Essays – Choose one Common App, but each school may have 
additional supplemental essays

● Official Test Scores - Sent by Student Separately

● Transcripts – Initial,  Midyear, and Final

●  Deadlines - These vary, check by school



Matching Your Common App with Naviance

In order for OPHS to be able to submit transcripts and/or 
recommendations to your Common Application you must 
“match” these two programs. 
Click here for a short tutorial on matching your Common 
App and Naviance accounts.

https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/folders/eDocs/media/d5c3b682-6cd9-462b-8626-60236111aac2/embed


FERPA Waiver - Naviance

Must add email that matched the 
Common App and Date of Birth



 Common App FERPA 

OPHS follows this policy



Common App - FERPA
● Once a school is added, sign FERPA release, then it applies 

to all schools in your “My Colleges”  list
● Remember do NOT invite teacher recommendations here!

DO NOT INVITE 

RECOMMENDERS



   The Coalition Application

When given the choice select Common App rather than 
the The Coalition Application

Coalition App
Do NOT request teacher/counselor LORs through the 
Coalition App.
If using the Coalition App, OPHS uses Naviance for document 
submission. Be sure to select “Direct to Institution” in 
Naviance in the “I’ll submit my application” section.

This is
Coalition App

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


California State University

● Student sets up a CSU portal and check status
● VISIT THIS LINK  to read more about your CSU eligibility
● ACT and SAT (temporarily suspended the use of 

ACT/SAT exams)

●  Oct 1  - Nov 30

● CAL STATE APPLY LINK 
● NO LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION or INITIAL 

TRANSCRIPTS 

○ Order Mid Year Transcript (only if CSU requests it)

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Pages/first-time-freshman-guidance.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/Pages/default.aspx


University of California

● Comprehensive Review
● 4  of 8 personal insight questions (350 words each)

● Send official test scores from testing sites (all UCs are test 
optional - double check specialized and competitive 
majors)

● Application filing period Nov 1-Nov 30

● UC Application LInk
● NO LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION or INITIAL TRANSCRIPTS 

○ Any requests for additional information will be done after submission of 
your application from a link sent from the college with instructions

https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/my-application/login


Letters of Recommendation

1) Ask your teacher directly first (email ok). If you don’t get 
a clear yes, find another teacher. 

2) Once a YES is received, then you will add that teacher 
to Naviance.   
● DO NOT select “All Colleges” in Naviance. Select each 

college separately that will accept a letter. 

3) Follow up with a thank you - timed nicely when sharing 
news about college decisions!



Letters of Recommendation

DO NOT assign recommenders on the Common App for 
OPHS teachers/staff. 

We use Naviance to send recommendation letters to 
Common App schools.  If you invite the teacher from the  
Common App and they accept accept it will block their 
letter from ALL STUDENTS at OPHS  - DON’T DO 
THAT. 

No letters for UC’s or CSU’s (unless requested and sent a 
link with instructions)



Letter of Recommendation
 DEADLINE

Three weeks advance notice is required for a letter of 
recommendation.  The deadline to request a letter of 
recommendation is Friday, November 20th for any 
colleges with deadlines prior to Jan 15.

Do not request a letter unless you are certain you 
need one. Much time/effort is put into each letter. 
It is your responsibility to look up this information on the 
college website or you can check through the Common 
App. 

Some colleges do NOT require a letter of recommendation.



Link to Recommendation Directions

● Click here to view brief tutorial on how to request a recommendation from 
teachers through Naviance.

● Do Not request recommendations for “all colleges.”

NO!

tracygrand@speakupparents.org

Enter EACH college
do NOT choose

“all applications”

https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/folders/Naviance%20Student/media/eccfdd78-3854-41a8-b806-15b1bf80bec6/embed


Requesting Recommendations through Naviance

Enter EACH college
do NOT choose

“all applications”



Required Counselor Meeting

By October 31:  Go to your counselor’s staff page to sign 
up for your 1:1 meeting.  Meetings are for students only.

If you are doing an EARLY Action/Decision deadline or 
are submitting a rolling application early, your scheduled 
appointment needs to be 3 weeks prior to your deadline. 
Otherwise, DO NOT sign up that early. 

If you do not have your required Naviance tasks complete by 
scheduled appointment date, your appointment will be canceled and 

rescheduled to a later date.



What to know about Private College Counselors

● Should have a College Counseling Certificate.
● PCC should not use phrases like “I can get you in” and should not 

take any credit for doing so.
● PCC must follow the  OPHS protocol.  Always check with your 

High School Counselor about important questions.
● Ask for references. Contact past clients.
● Utilize FREE help – College and Career Night, Essay Writing 

Workshop, College Fairs, Virtual Reps visiting OPHS, College 
and Career Advisor - Julie Prince, OPHS counselors.

● Colleges will only accept a letter of recommendation from your 
high school counselor. 



NCAA Eligibility 



Financial Aid Information  

● FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(available October 1, Colleges set due dates)

● CSS Profile  (collegeboard.com)– Additional 
on-line info required by some colleges

● Parent Virtual Financial Aid Workshop  
Sept 30th - 5:30pm 



FAFSA Facts – Need Based Aid

● FAFSA -  Free Application for Federal Student Aid FAFSA

● FAFSA uses your taxes from previous years.

● Financial aid may bring the cost down depending on 
income, family size and the number of children attending 
college simultaneously. 

● Estimate your need based aid with FAFSA 4caster 
BEFORE applying

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/paying-your-share/expected-family-contribution-calculator


Need based vs. Merit based

● Need is based on your financial situation, cost of  
college, # of siblings in college, family size, age of 
parents, income, savings, (not IRA’s).

● Merit is based on your grades, SAT and ACT scores 
(check with college to see if test scores are needed)

● If you are a top student in the pool you will be 
awarded aid. If you are like all the other applicants, 
don’t count on it.  To get Merit Aid, go to the school 
where you are at the top of the applicant pool.



WUE – Western Undergraduate Exchange



More Resources 

● CSU/UC  Tutorials

● Naviance Tutorials -  Julie Prince

● Sept. 30th – Financial Aid Workshop - Virtual

● Oct. 22nd – College Knowledge Night- Virtual

● Read the CCC weekly e-newsletter for information

● Visit the College & Career Center Bulletin webpage for Learn 
& Lunch and upcoming events  
https://www.oakparkusd.org/Page/1083

https://www.oakparkusd.org/Page/1083


Be Cautious...

Every acceptance you receive is PROVISIONAL

This means the college has the right to rescind your 
admission.  
● If your GPA drops significantly or you earn a D OR 

you have a disciplinary infraction OR you drop a 
planned class second semester, you could lose your 
offer of admission.  



Other Information for Apps

OPHS School CEEB code: 050006

Counselor’s phone: 818 735-3310

Senior Class Size: 346 (Class of 2021)

Graduation Date: May 27, 2021

We DO NOT rank. 



Ordering Transcripts 

● An electronic form for transcript requests is available on 
your counselors staff page or HERE

● Initial Transcript - transcript includes grades 9-11.

● Mid Year or 7th semester – your grades through first 
semester of senior year.

● Final transcript – ordered in the last week of school - 
includes 9-12 grade.

● Pay for your transcripts at the online Student Store. $5 per 
college. Every student will be mailed 1 FREE unofficial 
transcript with directions on how to order more.

https://www.oakparkusd.org/Page/10184


Remember to write a “Thank You Card” 
to each person who helped you.



Questions?

Please remain for general questions to be 
answered in this live meeting.

Save student specific questions for your counselor  
and contact them via email.

If you don’t have any questions, you are free to 
leave the meeting.

Thank You for Joining!



Counselor Break Outs

 If you have any additional questions, please join the 
counselor’s break out session links below.

(A-Fq) Ross: CLICK HERE

(Fr-Mh) Stasiefski: CLICK HERE 

(Mi-  Tn ) Charrett: CLICK HERE

( To-Z 504) Licea:  STAY IN THIS SESSION

https://zoom.us/j/99443500118?pwd=Zi83N3JKdGVvUUJ1VTBMMkRTaUg2dz09#success
https://zoom.us/j/95508076174
https://zoom.us/j/251110044?pwd=RE1TakdHRmo4TTRiU21JUkVOZ2VxUT09

